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Coronavirus (Covid-19) Procurement Advice 4

To aid buyers across the UK public sector, BiP Solutions’ Procurement Advice and Support Service (PASS) is 
providing a range of resources designed to help buyers navigate the challenges: ensuring that they are able to work 
effectively, compliantly and responsively in a dynamic and fast-changing environment.

Our materials will cover a wide and diverse range of information, from official guidances, including Procurement 
Policy Notes (PPNs) from the UK and Scottish Governments; advice from the National Assembly from Wales and the 
Northern Ireland Assembly; articles, opinion pieces and blogs from our own PASS consultants; and anything else we 
feel will help in the coming weeks and months.

We will also be running webinars and online events to cover specific issues, including the use of the Urgency 
provisions within the regulations, securing your supply chain and using Frameworks and DPS in urgent situations. 
The second of these webinars will be hosted on Tuesday 31 March at 11am when we will be looking at the guidance 
issued by the Cabinet Office on Supplier Relief and also the criticality of having good communication channels and 
escalation procedures, to ensure open and transparent communication with all of your suppliers. To register for this 
webinar, just click here. 

PASS also has eLearning modules available to support procurement knowledge. If you are interested in hearing more 
about eLearning, just fill out our quick enquiry form and a member of our team will be in touch.

The latest information was issued by the Scottish Government, however, the contents are relevant to buyers across 
the public sector, expanding on the PPN issued by Cabinet Office on Responding to Covid-19 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/873521/PPN_01-
20_-_Responding_to_COVID19.v5__1_.pdf

The Scottish Procurement Policy Note (SPPN) 

https://www.passprocurement.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Scottish-PPN-4-2020.docx

considers various procurement options under Regulation 33 of the Public Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2015 
(Regulation 32 of the Public Contracts Regulations 2015) and identifies other areas whereby this regulation could be 
used by public sector to either procure directly without competition or to extend on existing contracts where applicable.

It also considers other options including 
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• call-offs from Framework Agreements
• using Dynamic Purchasing Systems
• modifying existing contracts where possible within the scope of the contract
• using the accelerated process in the Open, Restricted or Competitive Procedure with Negotiation, where   
 existing timescales are too short

The SPPN also carries an example letter which could be used to test Supply Chain resilience; a table detailing the 
Modification values under Regulation 72; and a list of options for direct award under Regulation 33 of PC(S)R2015 
(Reg 32 of PCR2015) 

Non-Scottish authorities should note that the information provided for Social and other specific service (Light Touch 
Regime) contracts, and for below threshold contracts, relates solely to the Scottish procurement rules and do not 
apply outside Scotland.

That said, there a number of elements that buyers may find useful to consider, irrespective of their location.

We recognise that most buyers will have little experience on using Regulation 33 (Regulation 32) or Regulation 72 
(Modification of Contracts) so our PASS consultants stand ready to provide you with in-depth guidance and 
advice on their use, or indeed for any other procurement related issues you may have. If you need further 
support, you can fill out our quick enquiry form or call us on 0845 270 7055.

For further information on all PASS services simply visit our website.

All information provided in this article is given in good faith. However, to the extent that any actions taken in relation to matters concerning 
procurement, the above article does not constitute legal advice to you. The contents of these articles are not to be construed as legal advice or 
a substitute for such advice, which you should obtain from your own legal advisors if required. We are not and shall not be held responsible for 
anything done or not done by you as a result of the information provided.
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